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REF:  ZAGREB  740  AND  PREVIOUS 

f.1 . Scientists  at  the  Croatian  Veterinary  Institute ' s Poultry  Center 
plan  to  begin  active  monitoring  of  wild,  migratory  birds  this  month, 
beginning  October  21  and  continuing  through  December.  Dr.  Vladimir 
Savic,  center  director,  told  Econoff  the  center  is  collaborating 
with  the  State  Veterinary  Office  and  local  ornithologists. 

J_2 . Wild,  migratory  birds  likely  to  carry  the  virus  will  be  captured 
at  lakes,  fishponds  and  other  habitats  where  they  normally  rest. 
Ornithologists  are  purchasing  special  equipment  (rocket  nets  and 
traps)  for  capturing  wild  birds.  The  birds  will  be  tested  and 
released,  unharmed.  Dr.  Savic  said. 

T_3 . There  have  been  no  cases  of  Avian  Influenza  in  Croatia  since 
April . 

T_4 . Responding  to  an  article  on  U.S.  surveillance  of  avian  influenza 
(Washington  File,  Oct.  11,  2006),  Dr.  Savic  said,  so  far,  H5N1 
viruses  isolated  in  wild  birds  in  the  Western  Hemisphere  are 
different  in  origin  from  those  viruses  isolated  in  Eurasia.  Dr. 
Savic  said  it  shows  the  Eurasian  H5N1  virus  is  more  likely  to  reach 
the  Western  Hemisphere  through  poultry  trade  and  smuggling  than  by 
bird  migration  as  U.S.  scientists  feared. 
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